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Colorado Home Intervention Program (CHIP) Launches
Statewide Adoption of LENA Online™
New Model Deepens Impact of Program for Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of
Hearing
Boulder, Colo., 7/10/17. The LENA Research Foundation and the Colorado Home Intervention Program
(CHIP) have announced a partnership to support the language development of children who are deaf
and hard of hearing by giving parents the tools they need to increase the quantity and quality of talk in
the home.
Every year, about 150 children are born with hearing loss in Colorado, and 93% of those are born into
hearing families. CHIP uses a data-driven, one-on-one, home-based early intervention approach to
support the language acquisition and development of those children from birth until they reach thirtysix months of age. CHIP has a track record of impressive results over its more than 30-year history, and
the enhancements offered through LENA’s online platform are expected to boost results even more.
LENA’s “talk pedometer” technology collects a full day of the child’s audio environment, then translates
the audio into data about talk provided in easy-to-read, actionable reports for parents. Information
includes counts of adult words, child vocalizations, and the number of back-and-forth interactions (or
conversational turns). Audio environment reports shed light on the child’s opportunity to access adult
speech and participate in conversations. The objective feedback helps families to better understand
their child’s language needs and to more effectively adapt their communication strategies. CHIP’s
therapists and audiologists can also use the information to make recommendations for adjustments to
hearing augmentation and other assistive technologies.
“The cloud-based enhancements to LENA technology will dramatically simplify our logistics and improve
our ability to provide rapid feedback to families and early intervention providers, as well as enhance our
assessment process in order to support better language outcomes for children,” said Dr. Christie
Yoshinaga-Itano, an advisor to the CHIP program and a pioneering researcher on the developmental
trajectories children who are D/HH.
CHIP was an early adopter of LENA technology, having used the first versions of LENA software in 2008.
Throughout development and piloting, Dr. Yoshinaga-Itano and Dinah Beams, CHIP Program Director,
have helped to shape the innovations tailored to the needs of the D/HH community to allow for both a
broader and a more focused reach. Family participation in the LENA-based portion of CHIP’s program is
partially supported through funding from the National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and
Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) and the Disability Research and Dissemination Center (DRDC).

“We’ve been a proud partner of CHIP for many years now, and they are truly a best-in-class organization
that sets the global standard for D/HH early intervention approaches and outcomes,” said Dr. Stephen
Hannon, president of LENA. “Joining forces using the LENA Online platform now enables us to bring
data feedback to families more frequently and efficiently, which ultimately enables early intervention
providers to spend more time working with families.”
The rollout of LENA Online to CHIP providers across the state began in June. For information on adding
LENA to your initiative, contact Jess Simmons at 303-441-9048, or email jsimmons@lena.org.
###

About the LENA Research Foundation
The LENA Research Foundation is a 501(c)(3) public charity based in Boulder, Colorado. Its mission is to
accelerate language development to improve the cognitive, social, and emotional health of children
birth to five and close achievement gaps. Used by researchers and clinicians all over the world, the
LENA System™ measures a child’s language environment and provides vital feedback to parents and
professionals in programs dedicated to close the language, learning, and opportunity gap for children.
For more information on the foundation, please visit lena.org.
About CHIP
The Colorado Home Intervention Program is a family-centered, in-home, statewide early intervention
program that began in 1970. The program was moved under the Colorado School for the Deaf and the
Blind in 2001. The Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind provides a system of statewide regional
coordinators, the Colorado Resource Coordinators (CO-Hears) who as part of the Colorado Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention team assist the families in enrolling in early intervention, in providing a
developmental progress monitoring program and providing in-service education to the early
intervention providers serving these families throughout the State. The early interventionists providing
CHIP services serve approximately 325 children in the state who are deaf and hard of hearing, birth to
thirty-six months of age, and are contracted by the local Part C agency to work with these families. The
CHIP program has participated in research on the developmental trajectories and outcomes of infants
and toddlers who are deaf or hard of hearing since the mid 1980s, funded predominantly through
federal grants. For more information, please visit http://www.csdb.org/programs-services/outreachprograms-3/early-education-services/colorado-home-intervention-programchip/.

